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tunately accidents are not an exception in connection,
with this operation. It may, however, confidently
be said that the greater number of the explosions
would not have occurred had the necessary care been
exercised. It is just the relatively great lack of
danger with which dynamite may be handled that
only too easily inspires the ignorant workmen with
a feeling of security. Only too frequently dynamite
is handled with the utmost carelessness, or rather mis-
handled, and it is really wonderful that explosions are
not more numerous. Only the most careful enlight-
enment as to the explosive characteristics of dyna-
mite, the most accurate instructions as to its
manipulation, and absolute severity in case of any
infringement will in future help to prevent these
explosions.
THE PROPERTIES OF DYNAMITE.
Dynamite is a dough-like, plastic mass of 1-4
specific gravity of a yellow reddish colour, and greasy
to the feel, and odourless. It consists of about 75
parts of nitro-glycerine and 25 parts kieselguhr.
Dynamite can only be made to explode by means
of explosive substances, percussion caps, red-hot
metals, sudden heating to a high degree, or by a
violent blow or shock. Coming into contact with
light, a match or burning fuse, it burns without ex-
ploding just like damp paper. The reason for this
is that dynamite in common with all nitro-glycerine
preparations belongs to the indirect explosive sub-